Ubuntu TIps and Tricks

Daniel Axtens
PLUG Seminar, October 2007

This talk applies to Ubuntu 7.04 "Feisty Fawn”,
except where otherwise noted.
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Introduction

Some things don't work 'out of the box'":

Flash and Java:

M 110MB.com - Free ...

| | Solar Car - The Jour...

i YouTube - Broadca... s,» Flash-Game.net ... [

s Additional plugins are required to display all the media on this page.

MP3s:

=

[x]

o

Playback Error

vou do not have a decoder installed to handle this file.
You might need to install the necessary plugins.

......................................
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The Solution

The Easy Way

This presentation will be available on http://www.plug.
org.au/ , on the Seminar page, should you forget any

steps!

l-"-q"

If necessary, connect to the net. i accessories
vl Games b

Open "Applications: R crapies .
Add/Remove...” @ ntemet ~

LE Office b

m Sound & Video  »

@,. Add/Rermaove...

Install and remove applications
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The Solution continued...

Click Preferences.

Select the top 4 repositories. (check-boxes)
& SOTLWAre SoUrces E@

‘Ubuntu Software:| Third-Party Software | Updates |Authenticatinn | Statistics |

Downloadable from the Internet

™ Canonical-supported Open Source software (main)

M Community-maintained Open Source software (universe)
M Proprietary drivers for devices (restricted)

M Software restricted by copyright or legal issues (multiverse)

[] Source code

Download from: | Server for Australia =

Installable from CD-ROM/DVD

Cdrom with Ubuntu 7.04 'Feisty Fawn'
| officially supported
Restricted copyright
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The Solution continued...

It will then think for a while as it downloads a list
of software 'packages' from the internet.

Then once that has finished, select "Other” and
find and check-mark "Ubuntu Restricted Extras”

A3 Graphics B
il Ubuntu restricted extras * i—i
- Internet “ Commonly used applications with restricte... [~
'}yl Office
S Ubuntu restricted extras
#%: Other
i v
* Programming ;ummqnly u*lsed rtfgatrlcted packagela ‘¥
Click "Apply”
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The Solution continued...

vir Applying Changes =

It will then download etaling software
an d i nstal | a b u n d | e The marked changes are now being applied. This can take

some time. Flease wait,

of software packages,

Configuring flashplugin-nonfree

totalling over 30MB. | -....

ing up java-common (8.25ubuntu2) ...

Some downloads are
also 'hidden": ?

|| ¥ [WSHS Solar... | [# PLUG talk |« [Draft Talk] || B danielax@d...
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The Solution continued...

Be aware that there are some different licenses

to agree to:
Java.

Flash, etc,
assume you
agree to the
licences
without asking

Debcont ondamelax=laptop

[=1or]

Operating Systemn Distributor License for Java v1.1 (D)

Operating System Distributor License for Java version 1.1 (DL))

SUN MICROSYSTEMS, INC. ("SUN"} IS WILLING TO LICENSE THE J&vA PLATFORM
STANDARD EDITION DEVELOPER KIT ("|DK" - THE "SOFTWARE") TO YOU ONLY UPOMN
THE COMDITION THAT ¥YOU ACCEPT ALL OF THE TERMS COMTAIMED IN THIS LICEMSE
AGREEMENT (THE "AGREEMEMT"), PLEASE READ THE AGREEMEMT CAREFULLY. BY
INSTALLIMNG, USING, OR DISTRIBUTIMNG THIS SOFTWARE, YOU ACCEPT ALL OF THE

TERMS OF THE AGREEMEMT,

1. DEFINITIONS. "Software" means the code identified above in binary

form, any other machine readable materials including, but not
limited tn lihraries sauree filee headear filee and data fileg)

[] Do you agree with the DL license terms?
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The Solution cotinued...

You're donel

Cut to a tech demao....
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DVDs (probably) still don't work.

DVDs are protected by a Content Scrambling
System (CSS). This can be bypassed through
DeCSS (package libdecss?2).

Probably the simplest way to install libdecss?2 Is
to open a Terminal (Applications: Accessories:
Terminal), and type:

gksu /usr/share/doc/libdvdread3/install-css.sh
Don't worry — this will be on the website!
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DVDs continued...

Oddly, changing from the GStreamer to Xine
backends helps. Fortunately, changing it with
"Add/Remove...” makes no obvious changes.
(except that DVDs work!) It's in the Sound &
Video section, and will force you to uninstall the

original Movie Player.

v Games = - ==
b S — (o[ Movie Player
[

A Graphics = J Play movies and songs LB B B
: (-8 Movie Player Totem (xine backend)

. Internet T ﬁ Play DVD, movies and songs via xine backend x * x * x -
44 Office ; : <
(;‘ \ Movie Player Totem (xine backend) =

> Other

- A simple media player for the Gnome desktop based on

" Programming xine @ :
m T A lts features :
* Play any xine supported file
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DVDs continued...

It should now work!

Cut to tech demo...
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Where to go for help

https://help.ubuntu.com/community/RestrictedFormats

Google
Include the word ubuntu
Be specific!
Good: How to play mp3s in ubuntu
Bad: Ubuntu music problem
#ubuntu, #ubuntu-au on irc.freenode.org

PLUG mailing list http://plug.org.au/
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Potential Pitfalls

| haven't covered Windows Media, QuickTime,
RealPlayer, etc. formats. Instructions for
installing them are on the Ubuntu wiki:

https://help.ubuntu.com/community/RestrictedFormats
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Other distros

For other distros:

Google Is your friend.

Include the name of your distro, eg Fedora 7
Be specific: Fedora 7 is better than Fedora
Good: "How to play mp3s in Fedora 7”

Very Very Bad: "'music won't play in linux”

Flash can be installed by going to a website that uses
Flash and installing it through Firefox.

Java can be installed through the Sun Java site.
MP3s/DVDs — consult documentation for your distro.
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Questions

This presentation wi
PLUG website, htt

Any corrections will
version.

| be available online on the
0://www.plug.org.au/.

ne made to the online
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